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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each
sentence. Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

But at this point, it’s pretty hard to hurt my ................... . I’ve heard it all, and
I’m still here.

1) characterization 2) feelings

3) sentimentality 4) pain

Be sure your child wears sunscreen whenever she’s ................... to the sun.

1) demonstrated 2) confronted 3) invulnerable 4) exposed
Many of these popular best-sellers will soon become dated and .................. , and
will eventually go out of print.

1) irrelevant 2) permanent 3) fascinating 4) paramount
The men who arrived in the ..................... of criminals were actually undercover
police officers.

1) uniform 2) job 3) guise 4) distance

It was more .....cccoevvveennnnnne to take my meals in bed, where all I had to do was push
away my tray with its uneaten food and fall back upon my pillows.

1) haphazard 2) reckless 3) convenient 4) vigorous

His victory sparked a rare wave of .................... in his home country. Nicaraguans
poured into the streets, honking car-horns and waving the national flag.

1) serendipity 2) tranquility 3) aspersion 4) euphoria

He liked the ease and glitter of the life, and the luster .................... on him by
being a member of this group of rich and conspicuous people.

1) conferred 2) equivocated 3) attained 4) fabricated

PART B: Cloze Test

Roman education had its first “primary schools™ in the 3rd century BCE, but they
were not compulsory ................... (8) entirely on tuition fees. There were no
official schools in Rome, nor were there buildings used specifically for the
purpose. Wealthy families .................... (9) private tutors to teach their children
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at home, while less well-off children were taught in groups. Teaching conditions
for teachers could differ greatly. Tutors who taught in a wealthy family did so in
comfort and with facilities; .................... (10) been brought to Rome as slaves,
and they may have been highly educated.

1) which depending 2) and depended

3) for depended 4) that depended

1) have employed 2) employed

3) were employed 4) employing

1) some of these tutors could have 2) because of these tutors who have
3) that some of them could have 4) some of they should have

PART C: Reading Comprehension

PASSAGE 1:

Agricultural economics is a multidisciplinary field that studies the production,
distribution, and consumption of food and fiber, as well as the economic and social
aspects of rural life. This subject is crucial for understanding the impact of
agriculture on the environment, the economy, and human welfare. The history of
agricultural economics dates back to ancient times when humans began cultivating
land and domesticating animals. Over time, this field has evolved to encompass
various aspects of food production, such as crop management, animal husbandry,
and agricultural technology. The study of agricultural economics has allowed us
to better understand the factors that influence food prices and the environmental
impact of agricultural practices. One of the key concepts in agricultural economics
is the principle of comparative advantage. This principle states that each individual
or region should focus on producing those goods or services in which they have a
comparative advantage, rather than trying to produce everything themselves. For
example, a region with a favorable climate and abundant sunlight may have a
comparative advantage in producing tropical fruits, while a region with a colder
climate may excel in producing dairy products. By specializing in specific
products, regions can maximize their productivity and efficiency, leading to a more
sustainable and prosperous agricultural sector. Another important aspect of
agricultural economics is the study of market structures and the impact of market
forces on food prices. Market structures can vary from perfectly competitive
markets to monopolies, with various degrees of market power in between. The
behavior of market forces, such as supply and demand, can significantly influence
food prices, which in turn affects the welfare of farmers, consumers, and
policymakers. Understanding these market dynamics is essential for developing
effective policies and strategies to ensure food security and economic
sustainability in the agricultural sector. In recent years, agricultural economics has
also become increasingly concerned with the environmental impact of agricultural
practices. Sustainable agriculture aims to balance economic viability and
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environmental protection, ensuring that future generations inherit a healthy planet
with adequate resources. By adopting sustainable practices, such as conservation
agriculture, organic farming, and precision agriculture, farmers can minimize the
use of synthetic fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides, while maximizing crop
yields and reducing environmental pollution. In conclusion, agricultural
economics is a complex and multifaceted field that plays a crucial role in shaping
the future of food production, environmental conservation, and human welfare. By
understanding the principles of comparative advantage, market structures, and
sustainable agriculture, we can develop effective policies and strategies to ensure
a prosperous and sustainable agricultural sector for generations to come.

What is the principle of comparative advantage in agricultural economics?

1) The idea that each individual or region should focus on producing those goods
or services in which they have a comparative advantage

2) The concept that all regions should be self-sufficient in food production

3) The notion that the most profitable industries should be prioritized

4) The belief that governments should intervene in the market to ensure equal
distribution of resources

What is the main focus of sustainable agriculture?

1) Maximizing crop yields at any cost

2) Balancing economic viability and environmental protection

3) Minimizing the use of synthetic fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides

4) Ignoring environmental concerns to increase production

How does the adoption of sustainable agriculture practices impact the environment?

1) By minimizing the use of synthetic fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides

2) By increasing the use of synthetic fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides

3) By promoting organic farming and conservation agriculture

4) By ignoring environmental concerns to increase production

How does the principle of comparative advantage help in maximizing productivity

and efficiency in agriculture?

1) By reducing the need for government intervention in the market

2) By promoting the use of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides

3) By encouraging regions to specialize in high-value crops

4) By fostering innovation in agricultural technology

What is the relationship between agricultural economics and food security?

1) Agricultural economics is a prerequisite for ensuring food security.

2) Agricultural economics can sometimes hinder efforts to ensure food security.

3) Agricultural economics has no impact on food security.

4) Agricultural economics is a tool for developing strategies to ensure food
security.

PASSAGE 2:

Climate change has significant impacts on agricultural economics, affecting food
security, water security, and the overall productivity of the agricultural sector. The
complexity of climate change and its consequences on agriculture make it a pressing
issue that requires immediate attention and adaptation strategies. Rising temperatures
can lead to increased damage and losses in the agricultural sector, affecting crop yields
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and the productivity of livestock. Climate change can result in more frequent and
severe natural disasters, particularly droughts, which can devastate agricultural
production. Alterations in rainfall patterns can lead to water scarcity in some regions.
Climate change has created more favorable conditions for pests and diseases, leading
to increased losses in crop yields and the quality of agricultural products. It has also
slowed down the growth of overall agricultural productivity over the past 50 years
globally, with related negative impacts mainly in mid- and low latitude regions but
positive impacts in some high latitude regions. The degree of adaptation to climate
change in the agricultural sector depends on the adaptive capacity levels of farmers
and the effectiveness of policy interventions. To assess the impact of climate change
on agricultural economics, it is crucial to consider the various consequences and
adaptation strategies that can be implemented to mitigate these effects. By
understanding the complex relationship between climate change and agriculture,
policymakers and stakeholders can develop targeted interventions to help farmers
adapt to the changing climate and maintain their livelihoods.

What is the relationship between temperature changes and agricultural productivity?
1) Higher temperatures lead to increased crop yields.

2) Higher temperatures lead to reduced crop yields.

3) Higher temperatures have no impact on agricultural productivity.

4) It depends on the region and the specific crop.

According to the passage, how does climate change affect the frequency and severity
of extreme events in agriculture?

1) By increasing the frequency and severity of droughts

2) By decreasing the frequency and severity of droughts

3) By increasing the frequency and severity of floods

4) By decreasing the frequency and severity of floods

How does climate change affect the incidence of pests and diseases in agriculture?
1) It depends on the region and the specific crop.

2) By decreasing the incidence of pests and diseases

3) By having no impact on the incidence of pests and diseases

4) By increasing the incidence of pests and diseases

What is the main purpose of this passage?

1) To persuade the audience to take action against climate change

2) To entertain the readers with a story about successful agricultural practice

3) To explain the impact of climate change on agricultural economics

4) To inform the readers about the history of agriculture

The word ‘it’ in the passage (underlined) refers to ........cccevveeeeeen. ]
1) agricultural productivity 2) growth

3) quality 4) climate change
PASSAGE 3:

The effect of agriculture on economics is a complex and multifaceted topic. Agriculture
plays a crucial role in the economic development of a country, impacting various
aspects such as employment, trade, and GDP. The relationship between agriculture and
economics is interconnected, with agricultural performance influencing and being
influenced by economic factors. Furthermore, advancements in agricultural technology
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and practices have the potential to significantly impact the economic landscape.
Agriculture is a fundamental sector of the economy, contributing to food security,
employment, and overall economic growth. The impact of agriculture on the economy
is not limited to the agricultural sector itself but extends to other related industries and
the overall economic performance of a country. Agriculture is a significant source of
employment in many countries, particularly in developing regions. The agricultural
sector provides livelihoods for a substantial portion of the population, especially in rural
areas. The level of agricultural employment is influenced by various factors, including
the size of the agricultural sector, technological advancements, and government
policies. The agricultural sector is a key player in international trade, with many
countries relying on agricultural exports for economic sustenance. The trade of
agricultural products has a substantial impact on the global economy, influencing
prices, supply and demand dynamics, and trade balances. The contribution of the
agricultural sector to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) varies across countries, with
some nations heavily reliant on agriculture for economic output. Advancements in
agricultural technology and practices have the potential to revolutionize the economic
landscape. The intricate relationship between agriculture and economics underscores
the importance of understanding the multifaceted effects of agricultural activities on
economic development.

What is the primary focus of this passage?

1) The impact of agriculture on employment

2) The relationship between agriculture and economics

3) The role of technological advancements in agriculture

4) The implications of agricultural trade on the global economy

How does the agricultural sector impact the economic performance of a country?
1) Through its influence on employment

2) Through its reliance on agricultural exports

3) Through various interconnected ways

4) Through its contribution to the GDP

What is the implication of agriculture in the GDP composition across different
countries?

1) It has no significance in their GDP composition.

2) It varies across countries.

3) It is the same across all countries.

4) It is unrelated to overall economic growth.

Where is the agricultural sector a significant source of employment?

1) in urban areas 2) in developed regions

3) in industrial sectors 4) in rural areas

The word ‘intricate’ in the passage (underlined) is closest in meaning to ................... :
1) complicated 2) creative

3) straightforward 4) useful
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