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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence.
Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

Growing older and more decrepit appeared to be an ---------- and necessary part of being
human.

1) inevitable 2) intangible 3) unforeseeable 4) unsentimental

I don’t really think I’d have the ---------- to finish a marathon!

1) concern 2) candor 3) endurance 4) autonomy

Her marriage started to improve once her husband finally ---------- he had an anger
problem and began to take counseling,

1) identified 2) emerged 3) hesitated 4) acknowledged
Society is an interdependent system that ---------- widespread cooperation to function.

1) proceeds 2) requires 3) fascinates 4) conveys

Our blue planet is a ---------- . Life depends on water, yet in its natural form, the water in
the oceans will not sustain us because we cannot drink salt water.

1) refuge 2) remedy 3) paradox 4) vacillation

I thought I was buying a/an ---------- native Indian carving, but discovered later that it
was machine-made.

1) genuine 2) definitive 3) secretive 4) artificial

The entrepreneur had a well-deserved reputation for ---------- , having accurately
anticipated many changes unforeseen by established business leaders.

1) modesty 2) hindsight 3) prescience 4) extroversion
Studies of longevity among turtles are sometimes ---------- by the fact that the subjects
live so long that researchers retire before the studies can be completed.

1) stabilized 2) hampered 3) diversified 4) veritied

Kevlar is a ---------- new material which is used for everything from airplane wings, to
bullet-proof vests, to hockey sticks.

1) prescriptive 2) versatile 3) dormant 4) derivative

10- If exploitation of the planet’s resources continues as at present, then the lifestyle we

currently enjoy ---------- the risk of causing significant damage to the world.
1) proposes 2) puts 3) shapes 4) runs
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PART B: Cloze Test
Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best fits

each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Scientists and philosophers have been grappling with the relationship between
language and thought for centuries. There have always been (11) ---------- that our
picture of the Universe depends on our native tongue. Since the 1960s, however,
Y the ascent of thinkers like Noam Chomsky, and a host of cognitive
scientists, (13) ---------- that linguistic differences don’t really matter, (14) ----------
language is a universal human trait, and that our ability to talk to one another owes
more to our shared genetics (15) -----—---—-- . But now the pendulum is beginning to
swing the other way as psychologists re-examine the question.

11- 1) that they argue 2) those who argue
3) an argument by those 4) arguing those who
12- 1) with 2) for 3) by 4)in
13- 1) whose consensus 2) who has the consensus
3) the consensus has been 4) is the consensus
14- 1)a 2) the 3) what 4) that
15- 1) and our cultures vary 2) than to our varying cultures
3) than our cultures that vary 4) as to our varying cultures

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best

choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

Kerman has been the home of a thriving carpet weaving industry since the late 19th
century. Kerman’s hand-woven, knotted pile carpets are widely regarded by art
historians and collectors as among the finest in the world for the quality of their
materials and workmanship, their distinct range of attractive styles, and the use of
vibrant colors supplied by Kerman’s famed master dyers. The carpet weaving craft as
practiced in Kerman developed from a variety of influences, many of them external to
Kerman. Yet fine weaving has long been practiced in urban, village, and tribal settings
alike throughout Kerman, as the province carried on a world-renowned shawl export
trade in the 18th and 19th centuries. A rapid commercialization of Kerman’s carpet
industry in the 1890s was possible with the availability of a large pool of highly skilled
weavers and access to appropriate material inputs. Kerman had the benefit of access to
locally produced down wool (kork), a large pool of experienced weavers, and a
community of master dyers, which together account for the distinct qualities of the
Kerman carpet.
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16-

20-

Despite the widely held assumption that Kerman’s carpet industry is of great
antiquity, there is little evidence of carpet weaving practiced there until the Safavid
period. The gbscurity of the origins of the Kerman carpet is due partly to the highly
perishable nature of the materials. Early references to weaving or textile production
are also vague and difficult to tie to a particular craft. The first references to knotted
pile carpets only appear in sources after the Gozz migrations, suggesting that the craft
may have been imported by Turkic migrants from inner Asia around the 10th or 11th
century. Nonetheless, what we certainly know is that pile carpets were produced on the
Iranian plateau during the Saljuq period, scraps of which have miraculously been
preserved. In Kerman, however, it is not known whether or not the craft was indeed
practiced at that time. When Marco Polo passed through Kerman in the 13th century,
recording the economic activities of its inhabitants, he mentioned only needlework and
embroidery, not carpet weaving.

According to the passage, Kerman’s carpets are highly appreciated by art historians
and collectors for all of the following reasons EXCEPT ---------- ;

1) their distinct range of attractive styles

2) access to locally produced down wool

3) the quality of their materials and workmanship

4) the use of vibrant colors supplied by Kerman’s famed master dyers

The word “thriving” in paragraph 1 is similar in meaning to ---------- A

1) fluctuating 2) conforming 3) constituting 4) flourishing
The word “obscurity” in paragraph 2 is similar in meaning to ---------- ;

1) anonymity 2) prosperity 3) diversity 4) complexity

Which of the following statements is true?

1) A community of master dyers were trained in Kerman during the Saljuq period.

2) Kerman carried on a world-renowned shawl export trade in the 10th or 1lth
centuries.

3) A large pool of experienced weavers arrived in Kerman immediately after the Gozz
migrations.

4) There is little evidence of carpet weaving practiced in Kerman until the Safavid period.

Which of the following activities did Marco Polo observe when he passed through

Kerman in the 13th century?

1) Miniature and embroidery

2) Miniature and carpet weaving

3) Needlework and embroidery

4) Needlework and carpet weaving

PASSAGE 2:

Afghanistan is the home of traditional, high-quality hand-made carpets. Over 1 million
Afghans work in the production of carpets, while others work in related industries such
as wool production, cutting, washing, and rug design. There are some large modern
carpet production hubs supported by the Government; however, home-based producers
are responsible for around 95% of total output. The industry is a great driver of female
employment.
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22-

24-

25-

Most carpet weaving takes place in rural Afghanistan, while the final product is
predominantly sold in urban centers. The majority of Afghan production occurs in the
northern part of the country, which is the home of traditional and modern carpet
design. The carpet production belt in the north, including Mazar-e-Sharif, Sheberghan,
Andkhoy, and Maimana, accounts for almost 70% of Afghan carpet output. Kabul,
which is the home of traditional carpet showrooms, is a relatively new center of
production. Herat faces declining demand and falling prices, as well as higher costs of
labor and inputs. Production in this region has therefore dropped to approximately 5%
of total production.

Afghan carpet weaving has traditionally been a cottage industry. Today, some steps
in Afghan carpet production previously done by hand are being undertaken outside the
country using cheaper, machine-based methods. For example, wool processing
(washing, spinning, dyeing) happens more and more in Pakistan and the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Foreign wool (chobi, Belgian and Pakistani wool), which is imported
and machine-made, dominates the Afghan wool market. The small portion of wool that
1s processed domestically is produced by hand methods rather than by machine.
Chemical colors have gradually replaced traditional natural dyes.

The word “hubs” in paragraph 1 is similar in meaning to ---------- :

1) rules 2) centers 3) facilities 4) traces

Which of the following statements is true?

1) Seventy percent of Afghans are involved in rug design.

2) 95% of Afghan women are employed in the carpet industry.

3) Home-based producers are responsible for about 95% of total production.

4) Production in Kabul has recently dropped to approximately 5% of total production.

According to the passage, the carpet production belt in the north includes all of the
following cities EXCEPT ---------- A

1) Andkhoy 2) Sheberghan 3) Maimana 4) Agcha
Which of the following wool processing steps are mentioned in the passage?
1) Washing, spinning, dyeing 2) Washing, carding, combing
3) Spinning, carding, combing 4) Dyeing, knitting, scouring

Where does the following sentence best fit into the passage?
It is difficult to estimate how much wool preparation now happens outside Afghanistan
and how much is machine-made.

1) Beginning of paragraph 1 2) End of paragraph 1
3) End of paragraph 2 4) End of paragraph 3
PASSAGE 3:

No one knows exactly when the first rug was produced. Textile fragments have been
uncovered that date back several thousand years throughout Asia. It is believed that
floor coverings go back to at least 3,000 BC in ancient Egypt. The earliest known
hand-knotted rug is the Pazyryk rug which was produced about 400 BC in Siberia.
This carpet has a complex design with geometric squares and animals.

The creation of pile rugs began in India before the 12th century and spread
throughout the rest of Asia from there. These rugs were first brought to Europe around
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the 12th century by the Crusaders. Throughout this early history, the rug loom was an
item of great technological importance.

Early looms were, more than likely, a simple square or rectangular frame upon
which threads were strung for the weaving to take place. It is highly likely that the
Pazyryk carpet was woven on such a simple loom. It is not necessary to have a
sophisticated loom to create a carpet with a high level of detail. Most of the
improvements made on loom design were for the speed, and convenience of the
weaver, rather than the need for better loom to produce a more elaborate design.

The simple frame loom is still used in the production of some rugs today, especially
those located in remote areas. One of the advantages of simple looms is that they can
be moved easily and set up in a different place as the tribe moves around. With these
looms, the warp threads that will form the foundation of the carpet are strung tightly
on the loom. Sticks may be woven into the warp threads to control the tension of the
warp. The loom can be leaned against a wall, hung from hooks on the wall or a frame
can be constructed to keep it upright. With this type of loom, the weaver uses their
fingers, a bobbin, or tapestry needle to pass the threads over and under alternating
warp threads.

Which of the following statements is true?

1) It is assumed that floor coverings go back to at least 3,000 BC in ancient Egypt.

2) The first pile rugs had a complex design with geometric squares and animals.

3) The first Pazyryk rugs were first brought to Europe around the 12th century by the
Crusaders.

4) The earliest known hand-knotted rug is the Pazyryk rug produced about 400 BC in

Egypt.
Which of the following is the best title for the third paragraph?
1) The Early Pazyryk Carpets 2) Early Tribes and Early Looms
3) The Early Rug Weaving Looms 4) The Technology Behind the Looms
Most of the improvements made on loom design were done for the sake of ---------- ;
1) movability of the weavers 2) speed and convenience of the weavers
3) producing more elaborate designs 4) producing more varied designs
The underlined “it” in paragraph 4 refers to ---------- s
1) the warp 2) a frame 3)a wall 4) the loom

Where does the following sentence best fit into the passage?

All you need to weave a rug is a wooden frame.

1) End of paragraph 1 2) End of paragraph 2
3) End of paragraph 3 4) End of paragraph 4
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