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PART A: Vocabulary
Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence.

Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

When you ---------- a meeting, it is important to speak clearly, confidently and at a good
pace.

1) assess 2) propagate 3) address 4) impress

People like the newly proposed system, but because of the costs involved we do not
believe it is ---------- , and we need to look for other options.

1) compliant 2) defensive 3) ingenuous 4) viable

The country in question is very poor, and one in seven children dies in ---------- .

1) infancy 2) nutrition 3) malfunction 4) mortality

I don’t consider myself to be particularly ---------- , but when I’m given a job, I make
sure it gets done.

1) industrious 2) spontaneous 3) risky 4) unexceptional

The new airliner is more environmentally-friendly than other aircraft, its only ----------
being its limited flying range.

1) demand 2) drawback 3) controversy 4) attribute

The celebrity will ---------- assistance from the police to keep stalkers away from his
property.

1) extend 2) invoke 3) absolve 4) withdraw

When plates in the Earth’s crust slide or grind against one another, an earthquake with
devastating consequences may be ---------- .
1) derived 2) surpassed 3) triggered 4) traced

PART B: Cloze Test
Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best fits

each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

The new species was named Maiacetus inuus, which means “mother whale,”
(8) -—-------- in the family Protocetidae. Assignment to a new species was justified due
to critical differences from other protocetid whales, such as solidly co-ossified left and
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right dentaries (lower jaws), (9) ---------- in the ankle, and significant disparity in hind
limb elements. The fossils show (10) ---------- this new species’ length is unimpressive
relative to some extant (living) whales, but still, Maiacetus inuus measures a
respectable 2.6 meters.

8- 1) placed 2) that placed 3) was placed 4) and was placed
9- 1) there were variations 2) varying

3) variations 4) which varied
10- 1) when 2) that 3) although 4) for

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best
choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE I:

We analyzed a Japanese lexical database to investigate the structure of the lexical
environment based on the hypothesis that the lexical environment is optimized for the
functioning of verbal working memory. [1] Our prediction was that, as a consequence
of the cultural transmission of language, low-imageable meanings tend to be
represented by frequent phonological patterns in the current vocabulary rather than
infrequent phonological patterns. This prediction was based on two findings of
previous laboratory studies on verbal working memory. [2] First, the quality of
phonological (phonemic and accent) representations in verbal working memory
depends on phonological regularity knowledge; therefore, short-term phonological
representations are less robust for words with infrequent phonological patterns.
Second, phonological representations are underpinned by contributions from semantic
knowledge; therefore, phonological representations of highly imageable words are
more robust than those for low-imageable words.

[3] Our database analyses show that nouns with less imageable meanings tend to be
associated with more frequent phonological patterns in Japanese vocabulary. This
lexical structure can maintain the quality of phonological representations in verbal
working memory through contributions of semantic and phonological regularity
knowledge. Larger semantic contributions compensate for the less robust phonological
representations of infrequent phonological forms. [4]

11- What is the passage mainly about?

1) The cultural transmission of language is optimized for the functioning of verbal
working memory.

2) Predicting the structure of a lexical environment from properties of verbal working
memory.

3) The hypothesis that the lexical environment is suitable for the functioning of
working memory.

4) Japanese lexical databases are the best sources for studying properties of verbal
working memory.
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13-
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Which of the following is a finding of previous laboratory studies on verbal working memory?

1) Long-term phonological representations are less robust for words with frequent
phonological patterns.

2) Low-imageable meanings are represented by frequent semantic patterns rather than
infrequent semantic patterns.

3) Low-imageable meanings are represented by infrequent phonological patterns rather
than frequent phonological patterns.

4) Short-term phonological representations are less robust for words with infrequent
phonological patterns.

The word “underpinned” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to ---------- ,

1) specified 2) suggested 3) supported 4) substituted
The passage is most likely to be ---------- .

1) the introduction of a research article 2) the abstract of a research article
3) part of a popular science article 4) part of an encyclopedic article

In which of the positions marked by [1], [2], [3], or [4] in the passage can the following
sentence be inserted?

The quality of phonological representations is preserved by phonological regularity
knowledge when larger semantic contributions are not expected.

D[1] 2)[2] 3) 3] 4) [4]
PASSAGE 2:

If you are committed to the pleasures of reading, you may be pleased to discover that
there is evidence to suggest that reading fiction is good for you. In a paper published in
Trends in Cognitive Science, the psychologist and novelist Keith Oatley lays out his
stall, arguing that fiction, and especially literary fiction, is a beneficial force in our
lives.

It has long been held—from the high-minded humanism that Samuel Johnson
espoused in the 18th century to the likes of the fiercely serious literary critic FR Leavis
in the 20th century—that literature is good for you. But while once the only evidence
considered necessary was that of the critic’s judgement and sensitivity, Oatley and
other psychologists today are to be thanked for demanding rather more concrete
evidence.

It’s difficult to test the claim that literature makes us better people. It won’t do just
to see whether people who read a lot of fiction are, on average, more thoughtful, more
helpful, better liked and perhaps more successful than people who don’t. There are so
many other explanations, including the rather obvious idea that people who read a lot
of fiction, especially the “quality” stuff, are coming from a more advantaged
background to begin with-reading would be a trait that followed from their admirable
qualities, rather than their cause.

Oatley bases his claim on various experimental evidence of his own and others,
most of which has been conducted in the last 20 years. Among the reported effects of
reading fiction (and in some cases other fiction with involving narratives, such as films
and even videogames) are more empathetic responses—as self-reported by the
participant, or occasionally demonstrated by increased helping behavior afterwards—
reductions in racist stereotyping, and improvements in figuring out the mental states of
others.
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Which of the following would be the best title for the passage?

1) Can Reading Fiction Literally Change your Mind?

2) Are you Committed to the Pleasures of Reading?

3) Is Watching Films as Good as Reading Fiction?

4) How Can People Choose Quality Fiction?

Why does the author mention Samuel Johnson?

1) To argue that he was a high-minded scholar.

2) To prove that he was against the critic’s sensitivity.

3) To argue that even in the 18th century, there were people who believed that fiction
is a beneficial force in people’s lives.

4) To prove that great literary figures in the 18th century were more interested in
non-literary fiction rather than literary fiction.

According to the passage, which of the following statements is true?

1) FR Leavis widely published in Trends in Cognitive Science.

2) Keith Oatley is both a psychologist and a novelist.

3) FR Leavis was fiercely critical of Samuel Johnson.

4) Keith Oatley has rejected FR Leavis’ ideas.

The word “their” in paragraph 3 refers to ---------- ’

1) people 2) qualities

3) explanations 4) the “quality” stuff

What is Oatley’s claim based on?

1) Empathetic responses of his own

2) Reductions in racist stereotyping

3) Experimental evidence of his own and others

4) Experiments in the last 20 years published in Trends in Cognitive Science

PASSAGE 3:

Many parents feel guilty when their children play video games for hours on end. Some
even worry it could make their children less clever. And, indeed, that’s a topic
scientists have clashed over for years. In our new study, we investigated how video
games affect the minds of children, interviewing and testing more than 5,000 children
aged ten to 12.

Children were asked how many hours a day they spent on social media, watching
videos or TV, and playing video games. The answer was: a lot of hours. On average,
children spent two and a half hours a day watching online videos or TV programs, half
an hour socializing online, and one hour playing video games. In total, that’s four
hours a day for the average child and six hours for the top 25% — a large portion of a
child’s free time. And other reports found that this has increased dramatically over the
decades.

Is that a bad thing? Well, it’s complicated. There could be both benefits and
drawbacks for the developing minds of children. And these might depend on the
outcome you are looking at. For our study, we were specifically interested in the effect
of screen time on intelligence — the ability to learn effectively, think rationally, and
understand complex ideas.

Intelligence is an important trait in our lives and highly predictive of a child’s
future income, happiness, and longevity. In research, it’s often measured as
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24-
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performance on a wide range of cognitive tests. For our study, we created an
intelligence index from five tasks: two on reading comprehension and vocabulary, one
on attention and executive function (which includes working memory, flexible
thinking and self-control), one assessing visual-spatial processing (such as rotating
objects in your mind), and one on learning ability over multiple trials.

We found that when we first asked the child at age ten how much they played, both
watching videos and socializing online were linked to below-average intelligence.
Meanwhile, gaming wasn’t linked with intelligence at all. These results of screen time
are mostly in line with previous research. But when we followed up at a later date, we
found that gaming had a positive and meaningful effect on intelligence.

Which of the following is the main finding of the study reported in the passage?

1) Video games boost intelligence in children.

2) Video games have a deteriorating effect on children’ intelligence.

3) One should cast doubt on all the findings of previous research on intelligence.
4) There is no relationship at all between watching video games and children’ intelligence.
Which of the following did the children in the above study spend the least time on?
1) Watching TV programs 2) Watching online videos

3) Playing video games 4) Socializing online

According to the passage, intelligence is defined as the ability to ---------- .

1) think rationally, solve mathematics problems, and adapt to new situations

2) learn effectively, think rationally, and understand complex ideas

3) understand complex ideas, appreciate art, and adapt to new situations

4) learn effectively, think rationally, and solve mathematics problems

The intelligence index created in the above study included all of the following tasks
EXCEPT ---eenme- )

1) reading comprehension and vocabulary

2) assessing visual-spatial processing

3) learning ability over multiple trials

4) delivering a fluent short talk

Where does the following sentence best fit into the passage?

Screens were around in previous generations, but now they truly define childhood.
1) End of paragraph 2 2) End of paragraph 3

3) End of paragraph 4 4) End of paragraph 5
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